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good. Her memory was fresh. She could recollect things that she
had seen in her childhood. She could walk with a stick to support
her. I hope she is still living.
Besides, the shepherd's figure is symmetrical. It is very rare to see
any deformity in him. Without being fierce like a tiger, he is yet
strong and brave and as docile as a lamb. Without being awe-
inspiring, his stature is commanding. Altogether the Indian shepherd
is a very fine specimen of a vegetarian, and will compare very
favourably with any meat-eater so far as bodily strength goes.
March 14, 1891
Some   Indian   Festivals
at this Easter time I should like to write something on the holi-
days which correspond to the Easter in point of time; but these
holidays with their painful associations not being the greatest Hindu
festival may very properly give way to the Diwali holidays which
are far superior in importance and grandeur to the former.
Diwali, which may be termed the Hindu Christmas, occurs at the
end of the Hindu year, that is, during the month of November. It
is both a social and religious holiday. It spreads over nearly a month.
The first day of the month of Ashwin—twelfth month of the Hindu
year—heralds the approach of the grand festival when the children
let off their first fireworks. First nine days are called Nava Ratri—
nine nights. These days are chiefly marked by garbis. Some twenty
or thirty, and even more people form themselves into a large circle,
in the centre is placed a huge lamp-post tastefully constructed and
illuminated all round, in the centre also sits a man with his tabors
reciting some popular verses. The people forming the circle repeat
verses, keeping time to them with claps of hands. While repeating
the verses they move round the lamp-post at the same time stooping
down in a half bending posture. It is very often a great treat to
hear these garbis.
It may be remarked that girls—much less women—never take
part in them. Of course they may have their own garbis where men
would be excluded. In some families the custom of half-fasting
prevails. It is Sufficient if one member only of the family fasts. The

